
FFRGOC SEMINARIAN PROGRAM 
SCHOOL YEAR 2017-2018 

By: Elizer M. Ruiz, Program Director, Seminarian Funds 
 
The school year 2016-2017 was a prosperous one to 
the Federation’s cause in the field of providing aid to 
the Seminarian scholars. Within this period, two 
seminarians graduated from their studies and at least 
one of them was ordained as a Deacon and another 
previous graduate was ordained as a priest. Currently, 
the Federation is supporting two seminarians in their 
Theologate level of studies. 
 
Reverend Father Adoni Lorenzana Buladaco was 
ordained as a priest on October 11, 2016 in his home 
Diocese in Tagum, Davao Del Norte where he is now 
serving. He graduated from Saint John the Evangelist 
School of Theology in Palo, Leyte with a Master’s 
Degree in Theology. He was earlier ordained as a 
Deacon on April 7, 2016. Father Buladaco was 
FFRGOC’s scholarship recipient for three years, during 

the time when the 
Philippines was 
devastated by typhoon 
Hayan. Father 
Buladaco’s seminary 
was almost completely 
destroyed and classes 
did not resumed until 
almost three months 
after the typhoon has 
shattered the area. It 
was a test of not only 
strength and 

determination but also of deep faith and perseverance 
that were exhibited by the entire seminary population 
and their leaders. 
 
The Rev. Father Buladaco’s dream of becoming a 
priest started as a child when he saw “how priests are 
clothed and heard them how they preach.” Although 
sidetracked for a while and even enrolled in the school 
of medicine to be a physician, his calling is so strong 
that he fianlly decided to enter the seminary and 
pursue the path to priesthood. With all of difficulties, 
physical, mental, as well as financial, he was able to 
overcome these obstacles through persistent prayers 
and Divine Assistance. Congratulations! Our prayers 
are with you from the Federation of Filipino Rosary 
Groups of Orange County. 

The Reverend Joseph Franz Torres Dizon graduated 
from Immaculate Concepcion Major Seminary located 
in Guiguinto, Bulacan on April 2, 2017 with degrees in 
Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry and Master of Arts 
in Theology Major in Preaching and Witnessing. On 
September 8, 2017, he was ordained as a Deacon in 
Malolos Cathedral located in Malolos City, Bulacan. 
 
The Reverend Dizon has been consistently included in 
the Seminary’s Dean’s list landing in the top three of 
over 100 students in the Seminary. In his final year in 
the seminary, The Reverend Dizon was involved in the 

field of mass media and was 
assigned the task to prepare 
promotional video for the 
World Apostolic Congress 
(WACOM2017) which was 
hosted by the Philippines in 
January 2017. The video may 
be viewed at the following 
link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmrONxMKSr8 
 
Prior to his graduation, The Reverend Dizon 
successfully defended his thesis that involve “same 

sex attraction” a.k.a. SSA. In his own words, “…I just 
realized that perhaps this is the Lord’s specific calling 
for me: to minister to the persons with SSA, known to 
us as bakla, tomboy, etc. who are often marginalized, 
scorned and even discriminated within the Church.” 
 
When he took his test for Ad Audiendas 
Confessiones, the examination on hearing confessions, 
Reverend Dizon realized the truth of the confessional, 
and he wrote: “Competence of the confessor alone is 
not enough… there are just matters in confession that 
is beyond our own capacity. After all, it is the work of 
God; forgiveness comes from Him. Indeed, we cannot 
forgive if we have not been forgiven. I had to forgive 
myself for failed expectations before I was ready to 
give it another try. To impart forgiveness is to 
experience forgiveness.” 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmrONxMKSr8


Mr. Mon Albert Baysa Gensis. Mr. Gensis has 
completed his theology courses at Saint John the 
Evangelist School of Theology in Palo, Leyte and 
graduated on March 26, 2017 with a degree in Master 
of Arts in Theology. Before his admittance to Saint 

John the Evangelist, Mr. 
Gensis attended and 
obtained his Bachelor’s 
degree from Saint Vincent 
de Paul College Seminary 
in Dagum Hills, Calbayog 
City, Samar. 
 
In their letters to the 
Federation, the Rev. Fr. 

Erlito Maraya, the Seminary Rector, and Rev. Fr. 
Benjamin C. Pantas, JCD, Dean of Studies, mentioned 
the extreme financial difficulty faced by Mr. Gensis in 
his studies and thereby strongly recommended him 
for the Federation’s financial assistance. Mr. Gensis, a 
native of Gandara, Samar, hailed from a family of 
farmers and the fifth born among seven children. The 
Seminary Rector added that this seminarian has been 
a “good seminarian” since the start and “did not have 
a real benefactor resulting in back accounts 
accumulating through the years.” As Mon Albert 
himself wrote: “…despite all of these difficulties, I 
continue to persevere; I believe that God who called 
me will never abandon me and (He) will make a way 
to make all things settle.” 
 

(Editor’s note: As of press time, Mr. Gensis has been contacted to 
confirm if he has been ordained as a Deacon. However, no 
response has been received.) 

 
Seminarian Jeffrey Ambida Bano is one of FFRGOC’s 
current scholarship recipient. Born in Llorente, Eastern 
Samar, Seminarian Bano is on his sophomore year of 
Theology attending Saint John the Evangelist School of 
Theology in Palo, Leyte. Prior to his admittance at 
Saint John, Sem. Bano also attended Saint Mary’s 

College and Nativity of Our 
Lady College Seminary both 
located in the City of 
Borongan, Eastern Samar. 
 

In his application for 
scholarship to FFRGOC, 
Seminarian Bano noted his 
humble beginning, being the 
first born of three children 

from a family whose main sources of income are 

washing clothes, fishing and part time construction 
work. He was highly recommended both by the School 
Seminary Rector and Dean of Studies for financial 
assistance not only because he has exhibited diligence 
in academic works but also because of his dire 
economic necessities that poses the only stumbling 
block in his chosen endeavor. In his letter to the 
Federation, Seminarian Bano wrote: “I want to pursue 
this vocation and I trust God that He will not let my 
family suffer because of financial constraints. I am 
disheartened sometimes, but I thank God for always 
giving me the reason to stay in this path (that) I have 
chosen. I have no regrets, doubts, nor fears, because I 
know God’s grace is infinite as He is.” 
 
Seminarian Juan Paulo B. Contado. Seminarian 
Contado has just completed his sophomore year in 
Theology and is now enrolled for the next term in a 
program called Spiritual Pastoral Formation Year 
(SPFY) at St. John The Evangelist School of Theology in 
Palo, Leyte. As explained by the Seminary Rector, 

“…during this program seminarians do not have 
regular classes. Instead, they focus more on knowing 
themselves more clearly that's why they have to 
undergo psychological tests. They also do more 
pastoral work to enhance their skills. This program is 
intended for those who have finished Theology 2 and 
is an important component of our program before 
they proceed to Theology 3. Issues on vocation, 
psychological, mental, family, and social matters are 
resolved here.” 

 
Sem. Contado was born in 
Borongan, Eastern Samar. He 
is one of three children from a 
family whose parents are 
employees working in public 
and the private sectors. Prior 
to entering St. John the 
Evangelist School of Theology, 
Sem. Contado also attended 

the Saint Mary’s College of Borongan, and Nativity of 
Our Lady College Seminary in Borongan, Eastern 
Samar where he graduated with an honor of Cum 
Laude. He has also earned a Civil Service Eligibility. Mr. 
Contado is one of the few seminarians recommended 
by their Seminary Rector for financial aid from the 
Federation because of his “good standing” as a 
student but then is greatly burdened by dire economic 
state.  


