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Another year has passed since my last update about 

the Seminarian Program sponsored by the Federation 

of Filipino Rosary Groups of Orange County 

(FFRGOC).  The highlights of year 2016 are as 

follows:  a) one seminarian graduated from the course;  

b) one is on his last year of seminary study;  and c) 

three (3) seminarians will be added to the roster of 

scholarship grantees by the middle of the school year 

2016-2017. 
 

The Reverend Adoni Lorenzana Buladaco  
was ordained as Deacon on 

April 7, 2016 after 

successfully completing his 

Master’s Degree in Theology 

at Saint John the Evangelist 

School of Theology in Palo, 

Leyte. Reverend Buladaco 

joined the list of the 

Federation Scholars while he 

was in his junior year. As an 

altar boy during his 

childhood, The Rev. Buladaco was attracted to the 

activities of the priests: “how they dressed up and how 

they delivered their homilies.” His religious parents and 

siblings provided the foundation for his spiritual 

education and growth.  In his essay on “Why I Want to 

be a Priest”, he stated that this close relationship with his 

family made attending the Holy Mass “…a joy on 

Sunday rather than an unappreciated obligation.”  Before 

joining the seminary, The Rev. Buladaco was enrolled in 

other courses of study that could have easily brought 

him to a different career path. However, his religious 

calling was so strong that in his senior year in college, he 

decided to give the seminary life a chance. 

 

The Sacerdotal Ordination of Reverend Adoni Buladaco 

is scheduled on October 11, 2016. The dream of the son 

of a farming family from Tagum, Davao will eventually 

become a reality --- to be an ordained Priest. 
 

 
 

 

Seminarian Joseph Franz Torres Dizon  
is the Federation’s current 

scholar. Born in Manila 

and a resident of Obando, 

Bulacan, Seminarian 

Dizon is attending his 

senior year of Theology at 

the Immaculate 

Conception Major 

Seminary located in 

Guiguinto, Bulacan. 

Seminarian Dizon became a scholar of the Program 

while he was in his sophomore year of Theologate 

Studies. What attracted the attention of the screening 

Committee when Sem. Dizon applied for scholarship 

was Sem. Dizon’s scholastic standing .  He ranked 

number two in the Dean’s List of over 100 students. 

When he enrolled for the second semester of the 

school year 2015-2016, his weighted average of 1.18 

landed him in the top three position in the Dean’s List. 

 

In his update email to the Federation last May, 

Seminarian Dizon mentioned that he attended a 30-

day Retreat in Guimaras, an experience he would like 

to share:  

Upon his arrival at the site, he asked himself 

and prayed: “What is it that the Lord will 

reveal to us?” As the days went on, his 

question remained unheard. He said “I must 

admit that those 30 days were both exciting 

and boring. It was boring because the long 

silence and monotony was unusual compared 

to my active and busy life in the seminary. Yet 

it was also exciting because it was like an 

abridged experience of an entire lifetime. It 

was an opportunity to grieve the regrets of the 

past and appreciate the blessings I have had. It 

also led me to celebrate the unique gifts I have 

received in terms of talents, capabilities and 

even relationships. But most of all, it has 

challenged me to brave the uncertainties of the 

future should I pursue this path I have chosen 

for the ministerial priesthood. Through these, 

God has indeed revealed to me a very 

important message: ‘You are loved and 

forgiven. You are chosen.’ And so even aware 

of my weaknesses and unworthiness, how 

could I say no?” 

 

Seminarian Dizon’s retreat ended on Thursday, May4. 

The day used to be the feast of Annunciation in the 



old calendar, 40 days after Easter and the completion 

of God’s mission here on earth. He further wrote: 

“It is the conclusion of God’s Mission on earth 

and then, he empowered the Apostles to 

continue this mission. Just the same, we were 

sent back home to do the same. Just as Christ, 

went back to the Father with his glorified body 

still marked with the wounds of suffering. We 

too, came home with our own wounded selves 

yet renewed by this experience of 

experiencing Christ our Lord who have called 

us to this path.” 

 

Seminarian Mon Albert B. Gensis 

Seminarian Gensis is a 

senior Theology student 

at St. John the 

Evangelist School of 

Theology in Palo, Leyte. 

 A native of Gandara, 

Samar, Sem. Gensis also 

attended St. Vincent de 

Paul College Seminary 

in Dagum Hills, 

Calbayog City. He is one of six children from a family 

whose main source of income is farming. In his 

application, Sem. Gensis is strongly recommended by 

the Seminarian Rector, Rev. Fr. Erlito Maraya, 

because of his hard work and determination in his 

seminary tasks. Father Maraya further emphasized the 

lack of any other benefactor to support this 

seminarian. Because of dire financial needs, Sem. 

Gensis is encountering difficulties in fulfilling his 

financial obligation to the school. 

 

In Seminarian Gensis own words: “…my dream in life 

is to become a priest…not for my own sake, not for 

my family’s sake or for the benefit that comes from it, 

but for the greater glory of God.” 

 

Seminarian Juan Paulo B. Contado 

Seminarian Contado is a 

sophomore at Saint John the 

Evangelist School of Theology 

located in Palo, Leyte. He also 

attended St. Mary’s College of 

Borongan/ Nativity of Our 

Lady College Seminary where 

he graduated Cum Laude. The 

oldest among three children, 

Sem. Contado was born in 

Borongan, Eastern Samar. 

Being the eldest in his family, Seminarian Contado is 

torn between continuing his theologate studies and 

become a priest or finding a job to financially assist 

his family. In his application he wrote: “I am 

disheartened sometimes, but I thank God for always 

giving me the reason to stay in this path I have 

chosen. I have no regrets, doubts, or fears, because I 

know – God’s grace is infinite as He is.” 

 

The seminary Rector in his recommendation 

mentioned that Seminarian Contado is in dismal need 

of financial support that he still has to settle some 

back accounts from his previous year with the 

Seminary. 

 

Seminarian Jeffrey A. Bano  
Seminarian Bano is a freshman 

at Saint John the Evangelist 

School of Theology located in 

Palo, Leyte. He graduated from 

St. Mary’s College of 

Borongan/ Nativity of Our Lady 

College Seminary where he 

earned his bachelor’s degree.  

Born in Llorente, Eastern 

Samar, he is the oldest among 

three children.  Like other seminarians, Seminarian 

Bano is facing difficulty staying in theologate studies 

because of the great need to assist in his family’s 

financial needs. He said “…I thank God for always 

giving me the reason to stay in this path…” 

 

The Seminary Rector in his letter of recommendation 

for Seminarian Bano mentioned that the aunts of 

Seminarian Bano who financially support him, 

recently asked to look for a benefactor for the 

seminarian. They are no longer in a position to assist. 

 

 

FFRGOC Seminarian Program 
 

Throughout the years, the Federation of Filipino 

Rosary Groups of Orange County has aided deserving 

but financially challenged seminarians and has 

successfully provided the needed support to enable 

them to pursue their dream and respond to God’s call 

to priesthood.  Our sincere gratitude to all who have 

assisted in this endeavor. Let us continue to work 

together to keep the Seminarian Program going.  Our 

prayers and monetary support will surely help build 

God’s kingdom here on earth.  

 


